Conqress of the United States
Pouse of Representatives
IMashington, P 20515-2107

August 25, 2025
The Honorable Marco Rubio
U.S. Department of State
2201 C Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Secretary Rubio,

We write to you today with urgency about the grave crisis that infants in Gaza face as a result of severe
restrictions on the entry and distribution of humanitarian aid. Specifically, we write to you today asking
that the United States use its full power and authority to immediately facilitate a massive surge in all
humanitarian aid, and in particular infant formula, into Gaza to address this crisis. The United States and
Israel, have a moral obligation to address the dire conditions that threaten the lives of Palestinian families.

After months of warnings from humanitarian aid organizations, Palestinians in Gaza are now dying of
starvation. The Integrated Food Security Phase Classification warned at the end of July that the “worst-
case scenario of famine is currently playing out in the Gaza Strip.” At least 85 children have died of
hunger-related causes and over 20.000 children have been treated for malnutrition in Gaza since April.
Infants in particular are especially vulnerable to death by starvation and are dying of malnutrition.
The lack of food and aid writ large means mothers do not have the basic nutrition required to
sustain breastfeeding, rendering formula the only option for infant survival in many cases.

Between March 2 and May 19, 2025, the Netanyahu government did not allow the entry of any
humanitarian aid into Gaza. Since late May, the government has instituted a new system of humanitarian
aid delivery, the Gaza Humanitarian Foundation (GHF), which has resulted in a catastrophic decrease in
food supplies and other humanitarian aid. According to the Netanyahu government’s own data, the GHF
has delivered only a tiny fraction of the aid that could be delivered by the previous U.N.-coordinated
distribution system. In addition, aid packages from the GHF do not include baby formula. While aid
distributed by the United Nations does include baby formula, an average of 69 trucks per day have
entered Gaza according to Israeli government data—vastly below the 500 to 600 trucks per day the U.N.
says are needed to meet humanitarian needs. As a result, Gaza is currently facing a dire shortage of baby
formula, depriving infants of what is their only hope against starvation.

We the undersigned stand united in our fundamental American moral values that we must do
everything possible to ensure children are not starving and that infants are not denied critical food
aid. This crisis is not one of funding or resources, but of access and political will. While we push for a
long-lasting resolution and we are devastated that previous ceasefires were not upheld, we believe it is
absolutely necessary to prioritize the safe delivery of the pallets of baby formula, specifically ready-to-
feed formula, sitting at the border of Gaza to ensure that we do not lose another newborn or infant to
starvation.

We therefore urge you to demand that the Israeli government immediately facilitate a massive
surge of humanitarian aid to enter Gaza, including but not limited to baby formula and medical
equipment required to treat infant and child malnourishment. Specifically, all crossing points should
immediately be reopened for the entry of humanitarian aid and allowed to operate simultaneously and
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consistently, and the Israeli government must take additional steps to vastly scale up the amount of aid
allowed in through existing crossings and expand movement and access for international aid

organizations throughout the Gaza Strip must also be taken, so that they can deliver this aid without

diversion.

This moment demands moral clarity and decisive action. Our conscience as a nation and our values
compel us to speak out. We appeal to you not only in your capacity as a government official but as a
parent. No child should face the desperation and suffering we are witnessing in Gaza in real time and our
hearts break for the children killed in Israel and Gaza. We must use our leverage to ensure the most
vulnerable are protected and we implore you to take these steps to save innocent lives.

We request that you move with urgency and respond in writing no later than September 1st 2025.
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Member of Congress

A7k

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Maf.m

Danny K. Navis
Member of Congress

Alo.cts

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

g

Nydlﬂ\/[ Velazquez
Member of Congress

Yoe s

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress



F 2 Do

Conqress of the United States

Pouse of Representatives
IMashington, P 20515-2107

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

ormers L Ko

Summer L. Lee
Member of Congress

Lol DMl

#rrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Yte O Clieke

Yhette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

Umarir: Josas

samin Ansari  \
mber of Congress

/;;nr- /q::lr(mvﬂ

Rosa L. DeLauro
Member of Congress

Donald S. Be)@) Jr.
Member of Congress

LS

ddhas Subr‘c{manyan{
Member of Congress

Paiader Floit

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

e —

IThan Omar
Member of Congress



Ef T il

Conqress of the United States

Pouse of Representatives

@Washington, BE 20515-2107

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Suill quer

Sy‘via R. Garciau

Member of Congress

Pt Gy

Herbert C. Conaway, &/
Member of Congress

\Lw

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

B FH o

Bennie G. Thompson'
Member of Congress

G

Téresa Leger F ernandez
Member of Congress

@éb\aié O Y\)@QQ

Debbie Dingell ~
Member of Congress

M S22

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress

i) . At

Hﬂlary‘J’. Scholten
Member of Congress

Mt

Mary Ge‘{y Scanlon
Member of Congress

far By f

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress



TNte Totusor

Conqress of the United States

Pouse of Representatives
IMashington, P 20515-2107

Julie Johnson
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress

\)‘@wab Onwban

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

Or- G+ 4

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress

.

ar Jacdvs
eyhberof Congress

Yot Donald Pard

Kristen McDonald Rivet
Member of Congress

QpeAt™

J asminifrockett
MembeWof Congress

hhai A Shacho,

Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

Lyia . Dntboee

Diana DeGette
Member of Congress

-

Beun Bl

Becca Balint
Member of Congress

L

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

(L

John B. Larson
ember of Congress



C A

Conqress of the United States

Pouse of Representatives

@Washington, BE 20515-2107

Derek T. Tran
Member of Congress

Mot fran/

Mazwell Alejm{dro Frost
Member of Congress

Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress

ﬁmo( c/@%

in L. Kelly
ember of Congress

e o

Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress

mber of Congress

Chm
iy chu (J

Member of Congress

oo

G@Ca/sar

Member of Congress

//)mowu Castro

(gaﬁuin Castro

Member of Congress

Sl

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

CRett 12—

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

&

Sean Casten
Member of Congress



Conqress of the United States

Funr S loles—

Pouse of Representatives
@Washington, BE 20515-2107

Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress

Nikki Budzinski
Member of Congress

K (ﬁ% v
Sam- P Liccdrdo

Member of Congress

i B

Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress

T it

Marcy Kaptuur
Member of Congress

S MNEA

SaraftMcBride

Member of Congress

@ ca;. -

1&sus G. "Chuy" Garcia
Member of Congress

O [Py~

Julia Brovs;nley
Member of Congress

Nomete ,O/,a‘/k ﬁ’%

Nanette Diaz B:arragén
Member of Congress

p oo

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Madilerne ez

Madeleine Dean
Member of Congress



Conqress of the United States

Pouse of Representatives
@Washington, BE 20515-2107

Nancy Pelosi
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Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress
Kansas Third District

Lo Dl

Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

i Jrsii~

Eric Soréhsen
Member of Congress

(5 Typads”

Naj&’ Krishngmoorthi
Member of Congress

AL

Valerie P. Foushee
Member of Congress

1

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

T Fene

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

(P e

Dwight Evans
Member of Congress

QM—NWJ\

J 0{ Tokuda
Member of Congress

et

Gabd\Vasque
Member of Congress



Congress of the United States

Pouse of Representatives
@Washington, DL 20515-2107



