@Congress of the fnited States
Washington, DE 20515

August 21, 2020

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Speaker of the House Minority Leader

U.S. House of Representatives U.S. Senate
H-232, The Capitol S-221, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Speaker Pelosi and Leader Schumer,

We write to you with extreme concern regarding the massive delays of mail delivery being reported across
the country. If left unabated, this has the potential to negatively impact two cornerstones of our democracy:
the decennial Census and the 2020 general election. As you continue to engage in COVID-19 negotiations
with the administration, we urge you to stand firm in support of the United States Postal Service and
support at least $25 billion in emergency funds to meet the increased demand brought on by this
pandemic. The Postal Service is set to lose over $54 billion over the next 10 years.™ These funds would
offset the cost-cutting measures that have led to uncertainty in mail delivery. The universal right to the
ballot box has been affirmed through a long struggle in courthouses, legislatures, and in communities
across the nation. We cannot allow any unravelling, reduction, or suppression of this fundamental right of
democracy.

From the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the United States Postal Service has been the primary method
for Americans to complete their Census forms, register to vote and cast their ballots in primary elections.
This is why we are so concerned by attempts from Postmaster General Louis DeJoy to weaken the USPS.
Since Postmaster General DeJoy took office in June 2020, his changes have required mail to be left in
distribution centers if it delays routes and eliminated overtime to complete all mail deliveries. This has
directly hampered the ability of citizens to receive the level of service that they have come to expect and
deserve from this constitutionally mandated service.

With the general election taking place in just a few months and primary elections underway, it is
imperative that millions of Americans can safely rely on the critical infrastructure provided by seamless
and timely mail delivery. What is particularly troubling is that there appears to be a deliberate slowdown
of mail delivery that has an enormous potential to impact the general election and congressional
reapportionment.’? Any attempt to subvert the right to vote or undercount the Census must be met with
swift and decisive resistance.

We respectfully urge you to continue efforts to push for much needed emergency aid and fight back against
efforts to undermine the United States Postal Service so the American people can have faith that they will
be counted in the Census and their ballots honored in the election.

[ Mosley, Tonya and Samantha Raphelson. “U.S. Postal Service Stands to Sugger Huge Losses From Coronavirus Pandemic.” WBUR 21
April 2020. Available at https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2020/04/21/us-postal-service-losing-money

121 https://www.forbes.com/sites/danielcassady/2020/08/06/postmaster-general-said-to-admit-to-imposing-rules-that-would-slow-delivery-
of-mail/#4e56cee97d68



Donald M. Payne Jr.
Member of Congress

Rashida Tlaib
Member of Congress

Joseph P. Kennedy, |11
Member of Congress
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Jests G. “Chuy” Garcia
Member of Congress
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Yvette D. Clarke
Member of Congress

,thaﬂ- 8{&[

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress

Sincerely,
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Gilbert R. Cisneros, Jr.
Member of Congress

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress
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Ann Kirkpatrick
Member of Congress
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Tom O’Halleran
Member of Congress
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Steve Cohen
Member of Congress
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Ayanna Pressley
Member of Congress

Theodore E. Deutch
Member of Congress
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C.A. Dutch Ruppersberger
Member of Congress
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Vicente Gonzalez
Member of Congress

G. K. Butterfield
Member of Congress
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Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress
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Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragan
Member of Congress
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Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress
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Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress
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Dwight Evans
Member of Congress
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Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Scott Peters
Member of Congress
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Cindy Axne
Member of Congress
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David Price
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress
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J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress

David N. Cicilline
Member of Congress

Josh Gottheimer
Member of Congress

Jerry McNerney
Member of Congress
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Denny Heck
Member of Congress
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Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Raul M. Grijalva
Member of Congress

Grace F. Napolitano
Member of Congress
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Steven Horsford
Member of Congress

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

Grace Meng
Member of Congress
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Lisa Blunt Rochester
Member of Congress
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Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress
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Tulsi Gabbard
Member of Congress
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Mikie Sherrill
Member of Congress

am-d-aﬂ:au:an

Danny K. Davis
Member of Congress

Henry C. “Hank” Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress
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Joe Cunningham
Member of Congress
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Andy Levin
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Daniel T. Kildee
Member of Congress

Sanford D. Bishop, Jr.
Member of Congress
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James P. McGovern
Member of Congress
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Sharice L. Davids
Member of Congress

Andy Kim
Member of Congress
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Debbie Mucarsel-Powell
Member of Congress
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Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress
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Bobby L. Rush
Member of Congress
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Mark Takano
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Marcia L. Fudge
Member of Congress
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Mike Doyle
Member of Congress
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Tom Malinowski
Member of Congress

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress
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Paul D. Tonko
Member of Congress
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Lois Frankel
Member of Congress
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Tom Suozzi
Member of Congress
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Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress
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Alcee L. Hastings
Member of Congress
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Ro Khanna
Member of Congress
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John Yarmuth
Member of Congress

Bill Pascrell, Jr.
Member of Congress
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Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress
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Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress
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Nydia M. Velazquez
Member of Congress
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Barbara Lee
Member of Congress

Earl Blumenauer
Member of Congress
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Ami Bera, M.D.
Member of Congress

%)!we:%_—

Dina Titus
Member of Congress

—l

Debbie Wasserman Schultz
Member of Congress
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Henry Cuellar
Member of Congress
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Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress
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Jim Costa
Member of Congress
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Conor Lamb
Member of Congress
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Haley Stevens
Member of Congress
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Stephen F. Lynch
Member of Congress
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Bradley S. Schneider
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress

Gregory W. Meeks
Member of Congress
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Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress
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Mark Pocan
Member of Congress
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Ruben Gallego
Member of Congress
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JimmyVPaﬁetta
Member of Congress

Tony Céardenas
Member of Congress

Matt Cartwright
Member of Congress

Karen Bass
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Marcy Kaptur
Member of Congress

David Trone
Member of Congress
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Jim Cooper
Member of Congress
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Lucy McBath
Member of Congress
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Mike Levin
Member of Congress

Terri A. Sewell
Member of Congress

Albio Sires
Member of Congress

Bennie Thompson
Member of Congress

Lucille Roybal-Allard
Member of Congress



